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TM710: The Local Congregation asa Missional Outpost. (12 or 8 units) Kurt Fredrickson and Alan Hirsch

DESCRIPTION/RELEVANCE FOR MINISTRY :

Lesslie Newbigin wrote that the only hermeneutic of the gospel is a congregation of men and women who believe it
and live by it. The only church that makes a difference in cultureis areal, tangible, visible church. Too many
congregations have very little impact on culture, choosing instead to live in isolation and irrelevance. Any congregation
in any setting has the opportunity, and the obligation to be a missional outpost. This course will explore theological
basis for the missional church and how that identity emerges and is lived out in the practices of alocal congregation.

LEARNING OUTCOMES:
e  Develop an enriched theological understanding of the missional nature of the church
Become acritical interpreter and apostolic engager of culture
Cultivate an understanding of the organic nature of the church
Foster new practices for developing Christian community
Advance new leadership paradigms for disciple making
Utilize new ecclesial practices for transformative engagement in culture

COURSE FORMAT:
This course will consist of lectures, large and small group discussion, afield cultural immersion experience, the
viewing of videos, visitsto local congregations and interaction with guest lecturers.
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RECOMMENDED READING:
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Garrison, D. Church Planting Movements: How God is Redeeming a Lost World. Midlothian: WIGTake Resources,
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Hall, Douglas John. The Crossin our Context: Jesus and the Suffering World. Minneapolis: Fortress, 2003.



Peterson, Eugene. Christ Playsin Ten Thousand Places: A Conversation in Spiritual Theology. Grand Rapids:
Eerdmans, 2005.
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Schreiter, Robert. Constructing Local Theologies. Maryknoll: Orbis, 185.
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Scottdale, PA: Herald Press, 2001

ASSIGNMENTS:
Pre-Seminar —
e  Read the required/recommended books (4500 pages for 12 units, 3000 pages for 8 units), and write a one
page (single-spaced) critical interaction on each book

Mid-Seminar —
e Attend all class sessions and participate in the immersion experience and visit to alocal congregation. Note,
thisvisit most likely will take place over the weekend in the middle of the course. Please planto bein
Pasadena for most of the weekend.

Post-Seminar —
e  Write apaper describing the immersion experience
o  Write apaper (12 units: 60-70 pages, 8 units: 40-50 pages) on missional engagement in a specific local
context. This paper will include:
e A theological reflection on the church’s mission in culture
e  Characteristics of amissional congregation
e Application of these characteristicsin that local context
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